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“I was a district kid my entire childhood: 
Mesa Elementary, Flynn Elementary, Shaw 
Heights Jr. High and Westminster High 
School.”  
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SUCCESSFUL AUTHOR, PROFESSOR AND TED TALK SPEAKER GRADUATED FROM WPS   

As Assistant Professor and Director of 
Graduate Studies in Communication at 
the University of Colorado at Colorado 
Springs (UCCS), Dr. Christopher Bell is 
an inspiration to his students and for 
our students of Westminster Public 
Schools.  Graduating from Westminster 
High School in 1991, Dr. Bell went on to 
pursue many degrees and has a lot to 
say about his time as a student in our 
district.   

He was also recognized as one of the 
first Gifted and Talented children in the 
district. 

   Extra-Curricular Involvement 
   Student Council, Orchestra, Theatre,    

Jazz Choir, School Mascot, Band, State 
Honor Choir 

Elementary Experience 

“My best elementary school memory is 
representing Mesa Elementary with my 
best friends on Super 6 School News, 
which was a PBS show featuring local 
school children.” 

Influential Teacher 
 “I really believe the most important, 
influential teacher I ever had was my fifth 
grade teacher at Mesa Elementary, Mr. 
Caruso. I looked up to him so much when I 
was a kid, and even today, I remember his 
manner with children, how much he cared 
about us, and how hard he worked. Even as 
a fifth grade child, I could tell he was 
working harder than everyone else around 
him. I try every day to carry that spirit into 
my own classrooms.” 

Favorite Memory 

“Oh, there are so many great memories 
that I have. I think, though, I will have no 
other singular memory than the night the 
last curtain dropped at the end of my senior 
year musical, "Godspell." That moment of 
knowing that all of the hard work I had done 
over four years to be on that stage was 
done, and I would never occupy that 
spotlight with all of my favorite people ever 
again. Bittersweet memory, but a favorite 
one nonetheless.” 

 

Advice for District Students 

“The biggest piece of advice I would have 
for students is to believe your teachers and 
parents when they tell you that if you work 
hard now, you can get your entire college 
paid for. Scholarships are no joke. 
Academic scholarships are life savers. Work 
hard and get one.”  

Final Thoughts 

“I loved my old neighborhood (92nd and 
Lowell, baby!) and I loved all of the kids in it. 
District 50 (WPS) was always my home, and 
in a lot of ways, I still consider that part of 
town my home. I bring District 50 
everywhere I go. It radiates out of me. I 
grew up in a wonderful place, with 
wonderful schools and wonderful families.” 

More from Dr. Bell 

 
Ted Talk: 
https://www.ted.com/talks/christopher_bell_bri
ng_on_the_female_superheroes?language=en?utm
_source=tedcomshare&utm_medium=referral&ut
m_campaign=tedspread 

Dr. Christopher Bell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
by Claudette Trujillo, Principal-Metz Elementary 

Class of 1991 

 

“That feeling of 
community - of belonging, 

even when I felt like I 
didn't belong - sustained 
me as a child. It's what I 
try to bring to my own 
campus and my own 
students every day. 

Treasure those 
friendships. Treasure that 

community.” 


